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ABSTRACT 



LEAP 21 (Louisiana Educational Assessment Program for the 
21st Century) is an integral part of the Louisiana school and district 
accountability system. In the school year 1999-2000, students in Grade 8 took 
LEAP 21 English Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies 
tests. For LEAP 21, student scores are reported in terms of five achievement 
levels: Advanced, Proficient, Basic, Approaching Basic, and Unsatisfactory. 
This booklet is part of a series meant to promote understanding of the 
knowledge and skills that students must have and the kinds of work they must 
produce to be successful on the LEAP 21 tests. The booklet presents student 
work in the English Language Arts test that was completed as part of the LEAP 
21 assessment. It includes examples of multiple-choice and 
constructed-response (short answer and extended response) items, and a 
written composition, which exemplify what students at specified achievement 
levels should know and be able to do. In the booklet, a discussion of each 
released item highlights the knowledge and skills it is intended to measure, 
as well as strengths and weaknesses in the student work on the item. The 
booklet explains the format of the LEAP 21 English Language Arts test, which 
is composed of four parts--Writing, Using Information Resources, Reading and 
Responding, and Proofreading. It also provides student writing samples. (NKA) 



Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made 
from the original document. 
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Louisiana Educational Assessment Program 
for the 21 st Century (LEAP 21) 

Grade 8 Sample Items and Student Work 
from the 1999-2000 LEAP 21 Tests 



LEAP 21 is an integral part of the Louisiana school and district accountability system 
passed by the state legislature and signed into law by Governor Mike Foster in 1997. 
The primary purposes of the accountability system are to raise expectations for 
achievement for all Louisiana public school students and to improve public education 
in the state. 



In the school year 1999-2000, students in grade 8 took LEAP 21 English Language 
Arts, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies tests. The test scores are combined 
with other relevant data to create school and district accountability scores, which 
serve as a means of measuring educational quality and improvement in educational 
programs over time. 



This document is part of a series meant to promote understanding of the knowledge 
and skills that students must have and the kinds of work they must produce to be 
successful on the LEAP 21 tests. A list of other documents providing background and 
further information on the LEAP 2 1 program can be found by accessing the Louisiana 
Department of Education Web site at www.doe.state.la.us. 



LEAP 21 Reports 

Louisiana’s grade 8 students are tested in March of each year. Individual student, 
school, district, and state test results are reported in May and July. School and 
district accountability results are reported in September. 



For LEAP 21, student scores are reported in terms of five achievement levels: 

Advanced, Proficient, Basic, Approaching Basic, and Unsatisfactory. The percentages of 
students scoring at each level are reported for the school, district, and state. The 
general definitions for the achievement levels are shown on page 2. The specific 
definitions of the achievement levels for English language arts have been published 
previously in the 1999 Released Items documents. 
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LEAP 21 

General Achievement Level Definitions 



Achievement Level 


Definition 


Advanced 


A student at this level has demonstrated superior 
performance beyond the proficient level of mastery. 


Proficient 


A student at this level has demonstrated competency over 
challenging subject matter and is well prepared for the next 
level of schooling. 


Basic 


A student at this level has demonstrated only the 
fundamental knowledge and skills needed for the next level 
of schooling. 


Approaching Basic 


A student at this level has only partially demonstrated the 
fundamental knowledge and skills needed for the next level 
of schooling. 


Unsatisfactory 


A student at this level has not demonstrated the 
fundamental knowledge and skills needed for the next level 
of schooling. 



Purpose of This Document 

This document presents student work in the English Language Arts test that was 
completed as part of the LEAP 21 assessment. It includes examples of multiple-choice 
and constructed-response (short answer and extended response) items, and a written 
composition, which exemplify what students at specified achievement levels should 
know and be able to do. A discussion of each item highlights the knowledge and skills 
it is intended to measure, as well as strengths and weaknesses in the student work on 
the item. 



As you review the items, it is important to remember that a student’s achievement 
level is based on his or her total test score (cumulative score for all questions in the 
test) in a content area, not on one particular item or section, and that the sample 
items included in this report represent a small portion of the body of knowledge and 
skills measured by the LEAP 21 tests. Additional items will be released in future years 
of the LEAP 21 program. 
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Grade 8 Sample Items and Student Work 
From the 1999-2000 LEAP 21 Assessment 



English Language Arts 

The LEAP 2 1 English Language Arts test is composed of four parts — Writing, Using 
Information Resources, Reading and Responding, and Proofreading. 

1. Writing 

In the Writing section of the English Language Arts test, students write a composition 
in response to a writing prompt or topic. Students are given the opportunity to make 
notes or complete other idea-generating and organizing activities, write a rough draft, 
and then write a final draft of their composition. They are also provided a Writer’s 
Checklist of useful reminders. 

Each student's composition is scored in two dimensions that address topic 
development — Composing and Style/ Audience Awareness. Composing measures 
the degree to which the composition exhibits 

• focus on a central idea, 

• support and elaboration of the idea, 

• unity of purpose, and 

• organization. 

Style/Audience Awareness evaluates the ways in which the student author shapes 
and controls language to affect readers. Features of Style/Audience Awareness are 

• selection of vocabulary (diction or word choice), 

• sentence variety, 

• tone, and 

• voice. 



For these two dimensions, a student can earn from one to four score points. 

In addition, the compositions are rated as showing either “acceptable control” or 
“unacceptable control” in the Conventions — Sentence Formation, Usage, Mechanics, 
and Spelling. An “acceptable” rating earns one score point, while an “unacceptable” 
rating earns none. 

A summary of the score points for the Writing section is shown below. 



Dimension/ Scale 


Maximum Possible Points 


Composing 


4 


Style/Audience Awareness 


4 


Sentence Formation 


1 


Usage 


1 


Mechanics 


1 


Spelling 


1 


Writing 


12 
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The writing topic and directions for students from the LEAP 2 1 test are shown on 
page 7. Samples of student work at each achievement level, with comments, are 
provided on pages 8 through 15. 



2. Using Information Resources 

The Using Information Resources section of the English Language Arts test is 
composed of a number of information resources appropriate for grade 8. The reference 
materials come from different sources and pertain to one specific topic. At grade 8, for 
example, the materials may include 

• tables of contents, 

• indexes, 

• bibliographies, 

• a variety of reference sources (including electronic reference sources such as 
Internet), and 

• articles from a variety of publications. 

These reference materials cover several pages in the student’s test booklet. Students 
are not required to read all of the information but are directed to skim the resources, 
read the test items, and then find and read the appropriate resource and/or 
information to answer each item. 

The set of references is the source for five multiple-choice and two short-answer items. 
In the Using Information Resources section, a student can earn up to nine points. 



Type of Item 


Maximum Points per Item 


Total 


5 multiple choice 


1 


5 


2 short answer 


2 


4 


Information Resources 




9 



3. Reading and Responding 

At grade 8, the Reading and Responding section of the LEAP 21 English Language Arts 
test is composed of four reading passages — excerpts from novels or stories, articles 
from textbooks or other informational sources, poems, and other authentic materials 
appropriate to eighth grade. Each reading passage is the source for four or six 
multiple-choice and two short-answer items. 

The short-answer items are scored using the following rubric: 



Score 


Description 


2 


• The student’s response provides a complete and correct answer. 


1 


• The student’s response is partially correct. 

• The student’s response demonstrates limited awareness or 
contains errors. 


0 


• The student’s response is incorrect, irrelevant, too minimal to 
evaluate, or blank. 
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Grade 8 Sample Items and Student Work 
From the 1999-2000 LEAP 21 Assessment 



Score 


Description 


4 


• The student’s response demonstrates in-depth understanding of the 
relevant content and/or procedures. 

• The student completes all important components of the task accurately and 
communicates ideas effectively. 

• Where appropriate, the student offers insightful interpretations and/or 
extensions. 

• Where appropriate, the student uses more sophisticated reasoning and/or 
efficient procedures. 


3 


• The student completes most important aspects of the task accurately and 
communicates clearly. 

• The response demonstrates an understanding of major concepts and/or 
processes, although less important ideas or details may be overlooked or 
misunderstood. 

• The student’s logic and reasoning may contain minor flaws. 


2 


• The student completes some parts of the task successfully. 

• The response demonstrates gaps in conceptual understanding. 


1 


• The student completes only a small portion of the task and/or shows 
minimal understanding of the concepts and/or processes. 


0 


• Student’s response is incorrect, irrelevant, too brief to evaluate, or blank. 



In the Reading and Responding section, an eighth-grade student completes a total of 
20 multiple-choice, 8 short-answer items, and an essay to earn up to 40 points. 



Type of Item 


Maximum Points per Item 


Total 


20 multiple-choice 


1 


20 


8 short-answer 


2 


16 


1 essay 


4 


4 


Reading and Responding 




40 



A reading passage, multiple-choice items, and constructed-response items with 
student responses from a LEAP 21 test are shown on pages 16 through 21. 



4. Proofreading 

For grade 8, the Proofreading section of the English Language Arts test is composed of 
a student’s essay or letter that is in rough draft form; it includes errors in grammar, 
spelling, punctuation, usage, and letter format. Students answer eight 
multiple-choice items that address corrections to be made to the text. Each correct 
answer is worth one point, for a possible total of eight points in this part of the test. 

In summary, it is possible for an eighth-grade student to earn a total of 69 points on 
the LEAP 2 1 English Language Arts test. The number of score points that a student 
would have to achieve to reach each achievement level may change slightly from year 
to year, given the difficulty of that particular form of the test. The cut scores for each 
achievement level are in the ranges listed on page 6. 
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Spring 2000 English Language Arts, Grade 8 



Achievement Level 


Raw Score Range 


Advanced 


61-69 points 


Proficient 


52.5-60.5 points 


Basic 


41-52 points 


Approaching Basic 


27-40.5 points 


Unsatisfactory 


0-26.5 points 



This document presents grade 8 LEAP 2 1 items in English Language Arts that were 
completed by students as part of the LEAP 21 assessment. The information shown for 
each item includes 

• the correct answer; 

• the reporting category; 

• commentary on the skills/knowledge measured by the item. 



ERjt 



6 



9 



Grade 8 Sample Items and Student Work 
From the 1 999-2000 LEAP 21 Assessment 



Grade 8 - English Language Arts 
Writing Samples 



Below is the writing topic used for the eighth-grade 2000 LEAP 2 1 English Language 
Arts test, along with samples of student writing at each achievement level. 

Read the topic in the box below, and write a well-organized composition of at 
least 150-200 words. Be sure to follow the suggestions listed under the box. 

Writing Topic 



Your social studies teacher has asked you to write a composition explaining 
your response to the following: 

Who do you consider to be an everyday hero — someone who does 
things that may or may not make the headlines but who makes other 
people’s lives better? Why do you think this person is an everyday 
hero? 

Before you begin to write, think about one person whom you consider to be an 
everyday hero. What does this person do to make other people’s lives better? 
Why do you think the way you do? 

Now write a multi-paragraph composition in which you name someone and 
explain why this person is an everyday hero. 



• Give specific details, and explain why you think the way you 
do so that your teacher will understand what you mean. 

• Be sure to write clearly, and check your composition for 
correct spelling, punctuation, and grammar. 
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From the 1 999-2000 LEAP 21 Assessment 
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Advanced Achievement Level 
Student Writing Sample 
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This essay is an example of Advanced writing at the eighth-grade level. The writer 
demonstrates consistent control in the Composing dimension by establishing his/her 
purpose and supporting it with thorough elaboration in a well-organized and unified 
essay. After identifying the everyday hero as his/her mother, the writer presents 
evidence by following “mother” through the heroic tasks of her typical day, from 
breakfast to bed. The examples, such as “scrapping half-chewed Gummy Bears off the 
carpet,” are specific, relevant, and vivid. 

The writer also demonstrates strong control in the Style/Audience Awareness 
dimension by projecting a definite personality that engages the reader, as shown in the 
passage, “Mothers always seem to crunch everything in and still appear halfway sane.” 
The skillful use of vocabulary and vibrant images produces humor without interfering 
with the natural, conversational tone: “everything is going smoothly until your 
four-year old little sister comments on how the brussel sprouts ‘are really dinosaur 
poo-poo’.” 

Although there are a few errors (misspellings like “scrapping” and omitting the “r” on 
“your”), many difficult words are correctly spelled (“sympathize”). All of the 
Conventions — Sentence Formation, Usage, Mechanics, and Spelling — show 
acceptable control of skills. 
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Proficient Achievement Level 
Student Writing Sample 
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This essay exemplifies Proficient writing at the eighth-grade level. Reasonable control 
is shown in the Composing dimension. The central idea is clearly presented, and the 
essay is logically organized. Each quality that is introduced in the beginning (“his job, 
mood, leadership and things he has done for our country") is developed with some 
relevant information in the subsequent paragraphs. For example, “My father never 
seems to be depressed even when he lost his Grandmother, all he did was say she is in 
a better place." The essay ends with a summary conclusion. 

Reasonable control is also evident in the Style/Audience Awareness dimension. The 
voice is clear, the tone is sincere, and the writer’s attention to the audience is 
apparent. “My father’s job is helping my uncle with a paper route, sure it may not be a 
corner office for an executive but it will do for me.” The vocabulary is adequate. 

The writer shows acceptable control in the Conventions ( Sentence Formation, Usage, 
Mechanics, and Spelling). Although the majority of sentences are correct, there are 
some Sentence Formation errors. 
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Basic Achievement Level 
Student Writing Sample 
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This essay demonstrates Basic writing at the eighth-grade level. The writer shows 
inconsistent control in the composing dimension. Although the writer does designate a 
hero, Princess Diana, the rationale (“a very generous woman with looks to kill”) and 
the ideas supporting it (“the kind of person that you know wouldn’t let you down on a 
rainy day”) are vague and either digress from the central idea or are unexplained. The 
ideas, such as (“many people still keep their heads up high because they have 
breathed easier because Princess Diana was born”) are presented in a random list with 
little development. There is an ending, but it is inconclusive and generic. 

The Style/Audience Awareness dimension is also at the Basic level. The vocabulary 
is limited and couched in generalities. Forms of the “to be” verb are overused in 
sentences like “...hero is. ..Diana is. ..She was. ..There was. ..She is.” Although the 
writer attempts to engage the reader, the vague language and lack of explanatory 
details interfere (for example, “still making history,” “God bless her,” “she sure did 
earn it”). 

Although this essay contains a few errors in usage and spelling, acceptable control is 
demonstrated in the Conventions (Sentence Formation, Usage, Mechanics, and 
Spelling). 
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Approaching Basic Achievement Level 
Student Writing Sample 



T -A-WvrV mjx la be* gycryd.CA.jzL — 

R^fvo ^k/”, ^?f<Owc^k-4- 4~W\S LJOfU.* 

k^i^s />^g. Vvvr,. Cb ^gs^>sc.jX cAcd. — 

cOocP^>-m-g. a UJ^ [po-th 

\*W^ (Qr^k <■*! « Tl’P tV ^ueSusVry.4- >C<g>r Kg C ,T ^ oo^^hf- 

Vyg. \\£jj& r vcA\^~ V\mtj3* \sT>tyC>{\€-, Kja_a C\ Pip-fVA . 

_£)y. VvcAp.& v^v^txlgH- „ Shc-Jg^Lz > ' r ~*g- 4e--/ieuu^^ 

i^k v W Jt^kjL p^ft^ qaA 7 k!v. ftc^ /vf C-l'Q^d 

<^he^ rf-s’g./' h'.*, p^k\4- t^ncL, u^rcaA^ ^ ^ i'-S, — _ 

^Vluxx^ yvy^ . Skg^s 4<o Uaa c£>A> 

T~ rM.|/ ‘y^gyn uJOrkL 



This essay demonstrates writing skills at the Approaching Basic level for the 
eighth grade. A simple beginning statement and a weak ending show inconsistent 
control in the Composing dimension. Unelaborated information is presented in a 
random list that is only vaguely related to the central idea. Much of the information is 
redundant and superficial (for example, “She helps me and, I help her . . . She helps 
me a lot"). 

Weaknesses in the Style/Audience Awareness dimension include a generic 
vocabulary, patterns of simple sentences, an indistinct voice, and little, if any, 
awareness of an audience. 

Errors in the Conventions indicate unacceptable control in Sentence Formation (a 
run-on and a fragment). Mechanics (consistently misplaced commas and 
apostrophes), and Spelling (misspelling of simple words: would’ent, allwas, was’ent, a 
lot). Only one error in Usage (“consider") demonstrates acceptable control. 
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Unsatisfactory Achievement Level 
Student Writing Sample 



ILl 






is o Afos -/A i 



//<r/ Sue goek AiuA SA e-MoA 

■ y/l/v/ qL Sie . — 020 

CAMzg. id toere AaS . Afe Pet/—. — 
An/j og /A? As jO&Ot ’*£. SA&JnZagaL — 

&2BJ&L r AT /&/ A fr/rrt M/r>£ 

6£0. XL Ctc£L 

/Jn'r,S />?/& Q2A Lies JL QAO 1 

_ - / ^ * i J9 ^ 



'SJ/S/A'a 



SimdL ityLl&yL Afo />#/ & - 

&m £/&. dA^ 66 . 

^Ae /*//> s & /?f/h &$££- a 2 ?& 

&&£ £AZ- 



M/dl 2- 









*y?s <„mS s x>#n/,r#/ >if iftbr' O QL 

</# ■/**>* As AM — A///rS6 L 



Af/ P?A/Mr /s j?reo.A 



This essay is an example of Unsatisfactory writing at the eighth-grade level. There is 
little to no control in Composing , evidenced by a weak beginning and ending, random 
order and undeveloped ideas. 

In the Style/Audience Awareness dimension, the voice is weak and monotonous, the 
vocabulary is poor, and the writer seems to be unaware of his/her audience. 

Serious errors in all the Conventions (Sentence Formation, Usage, Mechanics, and 
Spelling) indicate unacceptable control. Because there are random capital letters and 
no punctuation, it is difficult to distinguish individual sentences. Usage and Spelling 
errors present obstacles to the reader in comprehending the writer’s message. 
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Grade 8 - English Language Arts 
Reading and Responding 
Multiple-Choice Items 



The following passage is accompanied by four sample multiple-choice items. 



ZQ9 

Edward D. Hoch 

Every August twenty-third, the great silver spaceship carrying Professor Hugo’s 
Interplanetary Zoo settled down for its annual six-hour visit. 

Before daybreak crowds would form, long lines of children and adults both, 
waiting with wonderment to see what strange creatures the Professor had brought 
this year. 

In the past they had sometimes been treated to three-legged creatures from 
Venus, or snakelike horrors from somewhere more distant. This year, as the great 
round ship settled slowly to earth in the huge tri-city parking area, they watched 
with awe as the sides slowly slid up to reveal the familiar barred cages. 

In them were some wild breed — small, horselike animals that moved with quick, 
jerking motions and constantly chattered in a high-pitched tongue. The citizens of 
Earth clustered around. Soon the good Professor himself made an appearance, 
wearing his rainbow cape and top hat. “Peoples of Earth,” he called into his 
microphone. 

The crowd’s noise died down and he continued. “Peoples of Earth, this year you 
see a real treat — the little-known horse-spider people of Kaan — brought to you 
across a million miles of space at great expense. Gather around, see them, listen to 
them, tell your friends about them. But hurry! My ship can remain here only six 
hours!” 

The crowds slowly filed by, at once horrified and fascinated by these strange 
creatures that looked like horses but ran up the walls of their cages like spiders. 

Tbn thousand people filed by the barred cages set into the side of the spaceship. 
Then Professor Hugo once more took microphone in hand. “We must go now, but 
we will return next year on this date. And if you enjoyed our Zoo this year, phone 
your friends in other cities about it. We will land in New York tomorrow, and next 
week on to London, Paris, Rome, Hong Kong, and Tokyo. Then on to other 
worlds!” 



er|c 



16 



19 



Grade 8 Sample Items and Student Work 
From the 1999 2000 LEAP 21 Assessment 




He waved farewell to them, and as the ship rose from the ground, the Earth peoples 
agreed that this had been the very best Zoo yet 

Some two months and three planets later, the silver ship of Professor Hugo settled 
onto the familiar jagged rocks of Kaan, and the horse-spider creatures filed quickly out 
of their cages. They scurried away in a hundred different directions, seeking their homes 
among the rocks. 

In one, the she-creature was happy to see the return of her mate and offspring. She 
hurried to embrace them. “It was a long time you were gone. Was it good?” 

The he-creature nodded. “The little one enjoyed it especially. We visited eight worlds 
and saw many things.” 

The little one ran up the wall of the cave. “On the place called Earth it was the best. 
The creatures there wear garments over their skins, and they walk on two legs.” 

“But isn’t it dangerous?” asked the she-creature. 

“No,” her mate answered. “There are bars to protect us from them. We remain right 
in the ship. Next time you must come with us. It is well worth the nineteen commocs it 
costs.” 

And the little one nodded. “It was the very best Zoo ever ” 

“Zoo" by Edward D. Hoch, copyright © 1958, renewed © 1986 by Edward D. Hoch. Reprinted by permission of 
Mr. Hoch. 
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1 . Which situation most closely resembles 


this passage? 


* A. 


A smiling toddler plays with a litter 
of excited puppies. 


B. 


A large bank provides more than 
one financial service for its 




customers. 


C. 


A popular business enables 
customers to purchase shares in 
its company. 


D. 


Eighth-grade students are able to 
enroll in the classes that interest 
them the most. 



* correct answer 

This is a question that a student scoring at the Advanced level would be likely to 
answer correctly. A student at this level demonstrates superior performance beyond 
the proficient level of mastery. 



The student is asked to compare the relationship between the characters in the story 
to each distracter in order to choose the one that most closely resembles the passage. 
All of the distracters are comparisons, which can be challenging for students at lower 
achievement levels. 
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2. The passage says that when Professor 
Hugo settled on the jagged rocks of 
Kaan, the horse-spider creatures 
“scurried away in a hundred different 
directions.” What does scurried mean? 

* A. darted 

B. marched 

C. fluttered 

D. wandered 



* correct answer 

This is a question that a student scoring at the Proficient level and above would be 
likely to answer correctly. A student at this level demonstrates competency over 
challenging subject matter. 



Question 2 assesses the student’s vocabulary skills by asking for the meaning of the 
word “scurried.” If the student has not mastered that word, context clues in the 
preceding sentence of the passage (“. . . and the horse-spider creatures filed quickly 
out of their cages") guide the student to choosing the most appropriate answer. 
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3. What can the reader tell about the 
creatures from Kaan? 

A. They are wasteful. 

* B. They are intelligent. 

C. They are as graceful as horses. 

D. They are dangerous to humans. 



* correct answer 

This is a question that a student scoring at the Basic level and above would be likely 
to answer correctly. A student at this level demonstrates only fundamental knowledge 
and skills. 

Question 3 requires the student to interpret the best response based on the 
information he/she gathered from reading the passage. A student is likely to choose 
between choices B, C. or D. There is no evidence in the passage of the creatures being 
“wasteful." and. therefore, the student should be able to decide against this choice. 

The other two distracters can be very attractive to the students. The correct answer B 
requires the student to infer that the Kaan creatures are intelligent based on 
information provided in the passage. C and D are good distracters because the 
creatures are called horse-spider people, and because they are from another planet, 
some may assume that they are dangerous to humans. 
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4. The setting of this passage is two 
different 



A. 


cities. 


* B. 


planets. 


C. 


continents. 


D. 


centuries. 



* correct answer 

This is a question that a student scoring at the Approaching Basic level and above 
would be likely to answer correctly. A student at this level only partially demonstrates 
fundamental knowledge and skills. 



Question 4 requires the student to identify the setting of the passage. This is a 
practiced skill for an eighth grader. The student should be able to quickly eliminate 
choices C and D since there was never any mention of “continents" and “centuries" in 
the passage. Choice A is an attractive option since there is mention of the spaceship 
visiting other cities. The student needs to realize that no part of the story actually 
took place in the other cities mentioned in the passage. A student who is not paying 
close attention may also choose A if he/she does not proceed to read all of the options 
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Grade 8 - English Language Arts 
Reading and Responding 
Constructed-Response Items 



Below are samples of student responses to constructed-response items that 
accompany the passage “Zoo.” The rubric used to score each student response 
appears above the item. Below the student sample is an explanation of why each 
answer received the score it did. 



5. What real-life lesson might be learned from this passage? Give a detail 
from the passage to support your answer. 



Scoring Rubric 



Score 


Description 


2 


Response gives a valid real-life lesson implied by the passage and a 
relevant text-based supporting detail. 


1 


Response gives a valid real-life lesson implied by the passage but does not 
provide a relevant text-based supporting detail. 


0 


The student’s response is totally incorrect, irrelevant, too brief to 
evaluate, or blank. 



Exemplary Responses: 

• Everyone seems strange to people/creatures who are different from them. (The 
people of Earth and the horse-spider creatures each thought the other group was 
very strange.) 

• If someone seems odd to you. you probably seem odd to that person. (Neither 
group realizes that the other group is observing it and thinking it strange.) 

• People or creatures who seem different from you may be like you in ways you don't 
know about. (The horse-spiders have families, go on trips, use money, go to zoos.) 

• A really good con man can make money from two groups at once. (Professor Hugo 
is being paid by each group for the privilege of observing the other group.) 

Score Point 2 

Constructed-Response Item 



Q kpfion \fAme.d from 

cou\ri AhaV no\ e,ve,tyfhino^ \<o u)hal jj sterns 

6oVn jfacu^bi ifciy uc&re, vi^-Hncj q zo o 



This response gives a valid real-life lesson that could be implied by this passage, “not 
everything is what it seems." The detailed information the student provides (“both 
creatures thought they were visiting a zoo") is relevant, text-based support that 
substantiates the answer. 
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Score Point 1 

Constructed-Response Item 



Pan M\sl ffs mum 





This response partially answers the question by giving only a valid real-life lesson 
implied by the passage (the ability to learn to like different people). The student, 
however, has not provided any relevant text-based supporting detail. 



Score Point 0 

Constructed-Response Item 



7?a £Cfi-*nr lluoo 5^’|° Q-ttQi Q^oe^-k? ^rHi- 

PWV- Q, 'Zoo bu ^. j t S 'hfrfcrfr^l « — 

"HPrx -jP^TCon rftxjlif CL ‘Space ship, ih&y uHi Jcf fim may . 



This response shows that the student read the passage, but the answer does not show 
that the student understood the question. This response, instead of providing a 
real-life lesson implied by this passage, attempts to give a brief summary of the 
passage. 
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6. 



What is the most important similarity between the actions of Earth people 
and the actions of the horse-spider creatures? 



Scoring Rubric 



Score 


Description 


2 


Response correctly explains that each group goes to see the other, 
believing that it is observing a zoo filled with strange creatures. 


1 


• Response describes a similarity but does not mention observing the zoo 
(e.g. , both are able to communicate, are aware of space travel, have families, 
listen to Professor Hugo, pay money to Professor Hugo, feel that they have 
spent their money wisely). 

OR 

• Response demonstrates a limited awareness or contains errors. 


0 


The student’s response is totally incorrect, irrelevant, too brief to 
evaluate, or blank. 



Score Point 2 

Constructed-Response Item 



mosV <o£tr\ \\\t Qp.V\r>c\<> cfc 

hp\£>- (XdVto^S S& 



Cur^Lcx-WrtS txc 1 4W^ 4^*4 ho^K uitxi 

g-OJCi-V> o4 h££ Cxf\^ -VV\^q^ hAVtn -VVnQ 4M. ^o\W]f i 



,Wb Vo ^ 

u>cxS a Zg><s>. 



This response demonstrates a correct and thorough understanding of what was the 
most important similarity between the actions of the Earth people and the actions of 
the horse-spider creatures. The student is also able to clearly articulate that 
similarity: “they both were excited” and “they both thought the other was a zoo." 



24 



Grade 8 Sample Items and Student Work 
From the 1999 2000 LEAP 21 Assessment 



Score Point 1 

Constructed-Response Item 




This response shows a partial understanding of the text by describing similarities 
between the Earth people and the horse-spider creatures. A lack of depth of 
understanding is shown through the student listing common similarities between 
Earth people (“they wear clothes and walk on two legs”) rather than demonstrating an 
understanding of how the zoo experience created the most important similarity 
between the Earth people and the horse-spider creatures. 



Score Point 0 

Constructed-Response Item 



T Vvj, fiva it 




\ f wo dim ml- 


vn-c ' 




_IlA IA\ towc 


WakAww 








2 



This response does not show an understanding of the similarities between the Earth 
people and the horse-spider creatures. The student responded by identifying that 
“they are both different species,” which does not correctly answer the question. The 
student has correctly identified differences; however, the question asks the student to 
identify similarities. 
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